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The Park excavationis stilgh2 A y 33 (K2dzZ3K ¢6SQ@S 06SSy Ay dSNNUzLIISH
rising. TP3 is now finished (and waterloggg@doving the ditch still works!). It appears to be pre

Roman, going out ofse in the Roman period, large Roman sherds of black burnished ware found

only in the top/later fills of the ditch. It may also have been lined with a rich red clay at some point,

though this has still to be proved. The ditch also yielded a small depdaigefbones, yet to be

positively identified they appear to be of human origifP1 is likely to be extended by 1m west

initially then possibly another metre north. This TP is positioned on the bottom left hand corner of
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on TP4 as its location is very near the water course that runs east along the field.
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over the course of the year. We are continuing to work out at Park at weekends, either Saturdays OR
Sundays.

Image of field 1 at Park (with TP locations)
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smaller areas this season, one being the midden which we located last sugrearlB) the other

being thedryer building which discovered and partially excavate@014. The aim is to get a better

and fuller understanding of these features and how they relate to the other features identified in the

field. This will mean a slightly different plan of excavation field work, though the work load and

potential for geneating artefacts/materials mean that this is likely to take a considerable amount of
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time effort so ALL offers of help with this next exciting phase of Tithe Mead will be greatly
welcomed Our main focus of work will be to complete the geophysics of tliemlandscape. This
means at least another three, fairly large fields to the north and east of Tithe Mead. This really is a
piece of work so your help and support with this element of the project will be vital.

We will resume the poseéx finds procesap at the farm commencing the Tuesday Janu&rg@L6.

If anybody is willing to come along, I/we will also make a weekend day available for this work, down
at the unit; however our time is heavily committed (see above) so please be sure if you wotdd like
volunteer.PLEASE keep your eyes to the newsletter for furthernmddion.

Other Geophysics projects

The New Year means we will also be returning to the villa field at Lufton to complete the most

westerly area of the geophysical survey area in preparation for James, Andy and the Newcastle crew

on their summer visit.

Wewill also be returning to Sandford Orcas and finishing off the last of the surveys requested by

Giles and Christopher as part of their village projéctS Q@S | £ 42 O02YLX SGSR |y Ay
Penselwood. Results are good and there appear to baifeatn the field immediately north/east

of the notorious perpits field. We are in contact with members of the local history group and we

are likely to be doing further work with them this yedfor more info on Penselwood in general see

this link http://www.british -history.ac.uk/vch/som/vol7/pp184.92

We have ageed, in principle, to surveg field, or part thereof, at Wincanton. Two very friendigry

enthusiastic detectorists hae K2 gy dza  aAdS 6KAOK (GKSe2Q@S o6SSy
dark patches spread over the field, numerous metal finds(mainly Roman)and a variety of worked

flints. This field is HUGE, so we intend to survey an area within the field initiallhemadssess the

results before going further. We are also scheduled to continue surveying at Great Ground and at
aAdliSNI2y> 620K I NB &dzo2S0id G2 I 00Saa o6SAy3 | ANE

CKFIQa AGXTF2NI y26® | I @S | &alLX SYRAR
would personally like to thank all members who have contributed, in

oh so many ways(!), over the previous year and we look forward to
continued help and support throughout the next year.

Love Reign adah  The Ranch hand!

(Portrait spottedby Elainen early Decembefigel aka the Ranch Hancklebrating
a notable anniversary)

Down on the Farmn February 2016

Fieldwork is orgoing at Park with one remaining test pit to complet®(). TP 3 is now backfilled

and can be turfed overonce the peStE W RYAY Q A& O2YLX SiSo az2NB 2y
we can say that the ditch identified in TP3 silted up in the Roman period. The test pit was filled with

water, the top of the bak associated with theitth the only bit above water! We aim to extend

TP1 by 1 metre north and a metre west, which should put in the ditch which appears as large oblong
feature running NW by SE on the geophysics (see previous newsletters). Hopefully this will yield
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http://www.british-history.ac.uk/vch/som/vol7/pp184-192
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survey covering 3 fields, one north and 2 south of the train track to the east of Crewkerne station
(see below).

This is the area covered so far with some resi also

& completed and a series of test pits, the most recent
= being of the enclosure (bottom left in field 1 north of

¢ the track). This has been a long term project and

final completion will be a hellvan achievement, in

. SO many ways!
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years, nearly there. On completion of the survey, a

more detailed article about the site and our

rollercoaster associain with it will be in thearticle.

Woo!

Pendingprojects include completing the final stage of the geophysics at Sandford Orcas on behalf of
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o R Come and get involved, this work is likely to take place
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e o g s o g weekends then this may be arranged if pilide. This applies to

all SSARG&ctive field projects

[T ACET | & \\/e have reached what we hope to be the final stages of finds
I 7 R A processing of the artefacts from Tithe Mead, with just the

172 o B e % L2 ! bone to clean and the pottery to be quantified in preparation

& 1 for further analysis.Thanks to the toothbrush crew for aleir
efforts on wet Thursdays in Januamext task will be to
process the bulkmviro soil samples so come angsh some
soil and see what comes up ?!

Finally | would like to share a photo of the awavohning SSARBearts & Mindeam, recently
spotted visiting the new exhibition space at Dorchester MuseMie were there to look at the har
at the centre of the joint project we were involved with last year. The luniartise cabinet just
below thetrophy bowbeing well held by Digger Bri.
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On the Ranchn March 2016
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material is now ready faassessment in preparation for specialist attention. Thank you to Peter W,

Neil, Liz, Dorothy, Flora Chris and Anita. The next stage of the@pasprocessing the bulk

environmental (soil) samples. This will also be done at the unit at Sutton Mdhéisyone would

like to get involved with this interesting and sometimes highly rewarding procedure then get in
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Flotation Tank Residues from soil samples Glastonbury Abbots kitchen

Excavation fieldworktalithe Mead will focus on théryer building (TP 2 2014) and on the midden
which we found last yearThe season will run from June 1st 2016 initially onstlags, Thursdays
and weekends (where possible, subject to numbers). We will then do two full weeks Mgnday
Friday AND weekendsd the beginning of July. We aim to finish the majorityte# tvork by August
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Yandle to be sure they are happy with what we are proposing t&\®will also be attempting to
complete the geophys on the fields immately north and east of Tithe &hd to hopefully get a

better idea of how Tithe Mead fits into the wider landscape around Stapleton/Martock/ Muchelney.
| would also recommend takingl@ok at the LIDAR images of the area which is as, if not more,
illuminating than the geophysicssoogle LIDAR and ¢gmthe Environmental Agency website who
3dzZA RS @2dz GKNRdAAK GKS LINE OS R dayshanks to BavedTaylio f S
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We have finally completed the geophysics at Misterton (preliminary graphic belhwe)nextstage

isto round up and collect all the results and squeeze them irgtaadalone report. This is an

excellent piece of work by SSARG and a HUGE thank you to everybody involved over the years, to
Mike Charles (Ski) for keeping the site active and to the land owners for the (continued) access to
the site. Very little has beereported about Crewkerne and Misterton in the gristoric, Roman

and late Roman periods; this work will hopefully help redress this. Our next stage is to consider a
series of small targeted evaluation trenches as two of the fields are arable andiveiyrfarmed

and the amount of surfazfinds suggest a shallow top soil, with the plough dragging up bedrock.
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survey on my own! All these projects take adbtime and effort and the more people involved in

helping getting it all done, the less time it takes, freeing us up for other (your!) satellite projects
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newsletter.
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(near Milborne Port) on behalf of Jim Hart & Barry

Lane (se previous newsletters) who are hoping to

locate the site of a beacon which is marked as

being there on historic maps of the estate.

We are currently awaiting for the relevant

permissions regarding Penselwood (see previous
newsletters) and will report back with dates of our
adzNBSe 2F (KS Wt Sy LIAGaQ FAS
survey work at Wincanton will now be done later in

the year The crop that has been planted will be

harvested July or

August. We will also be out at Sandford Orcas this month to complete our survey work there with

Giles and Christopher. We appear to have lost our baseline, so are going to have to start from

scratch- any help will be greatly appreciated.

Down on the Rancim April
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before the land was cultivated and planted with legr The composite graphic (riglsfyows the
extent of the site, covering (at least) three large fields straddling the railwayToe to
archaeologyinitial thoughts suggest that the train track was driven right through a substantial-multi
phase site.

A geophysical report on our findings will follow in
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until further notice. Mr. Charles (Ski) will continue

to detect the site, submit his finds to PAS and

monitor the site whilst we scratch our chins and

think about (any) the next stage of our

investigations. There are approximately 400 finds

from the site already uploaded ¢tmthe PAS website

AT @2dzONB AYyUiSNBAGSR® D2 G2
http://www.somersetroutes.co.uk

The complete Misterton survey. North to the top.


http://www.somersetroutes.co.uk/

Incidentally you can also view finds submitted by our member, @felgs who is detecting at
Bower Hinton (this site is also on the Somerset HER database). We will hopefully be returning to this

site to consider some survey work in the autumn.
https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/finderID/PAS4FBF97A400153A/county/Somerset/page/l/show/100

LA we have also completed the survey with Jim and Barry at
| Highmore Hill near Milborne Pofsee left) The initial

resuts do show anomalies there, but at this stage

nothing else definitive can be said. The results shown

below, particularly the gradiometry results are highly

comprimised by the huge magentic reading shown as a

big white area. We are led to believe that thdl bs well

as being the potential site of a beacon, has also been

utilised as the site of a farm modern midden (a dump for

farm scrap). This has major implications for any further

work and our ability to analyse the results effectively.

We will be contadhg the Milborne Port local history

group to share any information gained by the survey

2y 0S 6SQ@S LizZ ft SR (KS AyF2kRI

of short report.

Further informdion will be made available at a later date, if you want to know more then at this

stage, contacharveytron@hotmail.com
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26y SNDa | 3 NBeSend tieitast pig Bopefully taking us into the ditch and able to
retrieve something we can put a date to.

We will be putting up a display about our work at Tithe Mead at the Market House TIC in Martock
from 29" March and it will be there for a numbef weeks.


https://finds.org.uk/database/search/results/finderID/PAS4FBF97A400153A/county/Somerset/page/1/show/100
mailto:harveytron@hotmail.com

We are meeting up with the group from Penselwood on Aptilplan our involvment in the
survey in the Pen pits field (see below). There really is a wealth of information already available via

the Somerset HERvwvw.heritagegateway.org.ukif you are interested in being involved.
: ot m
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The area marked by red partially surveyed; area marked in blue is target survey area.North to top.
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if you want to come to be involved then contant.

We also aim to finish our current woat Sandford Orcas this month,subject to availability of the
field in question(see previous newslettera)e look forward to meeting with Martock Group on"26
April andthe Tintinhull Group on the 27April where we will be giving an talk/update on the @t
¢tAGKS aSIR® h (0 K S Eajoy e lohg days landl, hapeiulyzsonip dakshiteH H H

On the Ranclin May
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of the field and hope to finish within the next week. Preliminary results look good with a variety of
possible features already showingps A G K G KS dzadz- £ YSGFffAO AyidSNF
already identified and confirmed the location of two ponds in the field, subsequently filled in and

may also have identified a Saxon period dyke which is shown on a 1928 edition of the @rdnan

Survey.
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http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/

Meanwhile, post excavation analysis of Tithe Mead finds and preparation for this year continue at
the farm, where we will also be running a programme of flotation to look at the soil samples taken
FNRY GKS WRNE SNAM14limagetokhé kK6 aSIF R o6¢t H

The aim of this is to try and establish
what materials were being dried. If
82dzQNBE AYyUiSNBadSR
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processing.
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. sessions with both Martock and
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display/exhibit at the Market House in
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Final preparations are taking place with

regard to our excavation at Titlhdead.

* Thank you for your help and support. If

' * “% you want tobe involved with someany
or all of our activities then contact us evww.ssarg.org.uk

On the Ranclin July

LiQa dGdKFdG GAYS 2F @SINJIFYR gSQNB FT20dzaaAiy3a 2dzNJ
6SQ@BS NBGdNYSR (2 GKS YARRSY 6KAOK 6S FANRG 227
18m x 6m, in the area between the two large ditches gated last year. After taking out the
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pitched lias blocks and a large amount of heat damaged Ham stone. All the evidence so far suggests

that the middenis only one feature along the remains of another stone built structure.

Tithe Mead TP 1.Cleaning around the stone; 'midden' area

Other artefacts reovered include a wide range obRan pottery comparable with last ye@ra
excavations, morglate glasgragments and a lovely quern stong/ork continues and progress is
0SAYy3 YI RSO ¢ K | yout ard 2edged-witH the prijexgbausioro WéIgok
forward to seeing you and joining us for some potentially interesting archaeology.
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Shots of happy diggerthe usual suspects above left astddents from Strde with Andy Pickering, above right.

In othernews Sean, with able help of Nessie, Simon Gaiftesmas and Liz completed his test pits
at Huntsham earlier this monthAll went well and a short report back by Sean will folldtxappears
that very little is left of the old manor building and that iae/located further away from the church
than previously believed (see previous newsletteisig thanks to Nessie and Liz for help and
guidance throughout.

i
e

i

TP 2 Huntshm showing cut into natural TP2 Huntsham. Gently extracting building materia

We will be initiating work at Wincanton and Penselwood towards the end of July, both are
geophysics but any help would be very much appreciatégou do want to be involved then
contact eitherLiz.céddwell@hotmail.co.uk harveytron@hotmail.confor the lowdown.
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